
                                                                                                              
 

Board of Aldermen  
Request for Action 

 
 

 

REQUESTED BOARD ACTION: 
Motion to approve Resolution 1389, authorizing the appointment of special counsel 
Lauber Municipal Law. 
 
SUMMARY:  
Staff had inquiries from governing body members as well as contact from private utility 
providers regarding review of the city’s water and wastewater operations in order to 
explore the possibility of the sale of these utility systems.  Such a process would be 
lengthy and would require significant review.   Following conversations with City Attorney 
John Reddoch, it was determined that it would be in the best interest of the City to enlist 
the services of an attorney with experience in the processes required for review and sale 
of utility systems.  Lauber Municipal Law has attorneys on staff who have been involved 
in similar utility reviews across the state.  Following conversations with representatives 
of this firm, Mr. Reddoch and staff recommend appointment of Lauber Municipal Law for 
the purpose of advice and counsel relating to the review and potential sale of the City 
water and wastewater system.      
 
PREVIOUS ACTION: 
This is the first step in initiating review of the utility systems to determine the potential 
sale of those systems.  

POLICY OBJECTIVE:        
Provision of the highest level of services to Smithville residents at the most efficient 
cost.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
Hourly rates of $260 per hour will be funded through the Combined Water and 
Wastewater Systems Fund budget. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

☐ Ordinance                                 ☐ Contract 
☒ Resolution                                 ☐ Plans 
☐ Staff Report                               ☐ Minutes 
☒ Other: Engagement Letter (Exhibit A) 

MEETING DATE: 7/16/2023 DEPARTMENT:  Administration and Public 
Works 

AGENDA ITEM:   Resolution 1389 – Appointment of Special Counsel. 
 



RESOLUTION 1389 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COUNSEL 
LAUBER MUNICIPAL LAW 

 
WHEREAS, the City needs special advice and counsel with regard to exploring the 
possible sale of the city water and sewer systems.   

 
WHEREAS, Lauber Municipal Law is capable of providing such special counsel services, 
having done so in the past for other political subdivisions. 

 
WHEREAS, Lauber Municipal Law has provided a proposed contract and engagement 
letter which is overly broad and is clarified as follows:  

 
WHEREAS, Lauber Municipal Law has provided a proposed contract and engagement 
letter which is modified and clarified as follows:  

 
1. Service Provided:   Lauber will serve a special counsel to the City for the 

purposes of advice and counsel on the issue of the sale of the City water and 
sewer systems; negotiation and drafting of contracts related thereto and all 
other reasonably related matters. 

2. Engagement Letter:  Attached hereto as Exhibit A is the Lauber Engagement 
letter, which is hereby approved, except that services shall be limited to the 
services set forth in paragraph 1 of this Ordinance above.  If the terms of the 
Engagement Letter differ from the terms hereof in any way, the terms hereof 
shall control or as otherwise set forth herein.   

3. The City is authorized to enter into this special counsel agreement pursuant to 
§79.230.  R.S. Mo. 

4. Termination:  This agreement shall remain in full force and effect until 
terminated by the City, which the City may do at any time upon written notice 
to Lauber. 

5. Services will be charged at the standard rate of $260 per hour subject to the 
annual  adjustments set forth in the engagement letter.   

6.  General: This agreement shall be deemed to be made in Clay County, 
Missouri and shall be governed by and construed under Missouri Law.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE 
CITY OF SMITHVILLE MISSOURI AS FOLLOWS. 
 
The Mayor or the City Administrator is authorized to execute the engagement 
letter with Lauber Municipal Law attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A subject 
to the terms and modifications of this Resolution. 
 
 



PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen and APPROVED by the 
Mayor of the City of Smithville, Missouri, on the 16th day of July 2024. 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Damien Boley, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 

 
_______________________________ 
Linda Drummond, City Clerk 
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